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From New York magazine’s architecture critic, a walking and reading guide to New York City—a
historical, cultural, architectural, and personal approach to seven neighborhoods throughout
Manhattan, Brooklyn, and the Bronx, including six essays that help us understand the evolution of the
city

For nearly a decade, Pulitzer Prize–winning critic Justin Davidson has explained the ever-changing city of
New York to his readers at New York magazine, introducing new buildings, interviewing architects, tracking
the way the transforming urban landscape shapes who New Yorkers are. Now, his extensive, inspiring
knowledge will be available to a wide audience. An insider’s guide to the architecture and planning of New
York that includes maps, photographs, and original insights from the men and women who built the city and
lived in it—its designers, visionaries, artists, writers—Magnetic City offers first-time visitors and lifelong
residents a new way to see New York.

Includes walking tours throughout Manhattan, Brooklyn, and the Bronx:
• the Financial District
• the World Trade Center 
• the Seaport, Governors Island, and Brooklyn waterfront
• Chelsea and the High Line
• 42nd Street
• the Upper West Side
• the South Bronx and Sugar Hill

Advance praise for Magnetic City

“Justin Davidson’s beautiful tours of New York City invoke and redouble our love of the metropolis. His
observations of landmarks, in-between places, and layered histories, delivered by an amazing kindred-spirit
of architecture, make us feel like royal presences in the city.”—Jerry Saltz, Senior Art Critic, New York

“Justin Davidson has a mind alive to every signal, and his brilliant prose style transmits that electricity in
black-and-white type. He is thus born to the task of capturing the chaotic splendor of New York City on the
page.”—Alex Ross, author of Listen to This

“In this exquisitely crafted book, Justin Davidson does more than direct our feet to New York's hidden
monuments.  He explains the structure of the city with a clarity that would be bracing even for a Gotham
habitué, but more than that, he finds the meaning in every building and byway.  If you already love the city,
you will love it more after this book; if you have not yet fallen prey to its charms, these eloquent narratives
will seduce you in.  It would be glorious to go on the walks Davidson prescribes, but even those who read the
book in an armchair a thousand miles away will be swept up by this evocative, pellucid, charming, and
exuberant paean to the city that never sleeps.”—Andrew Solomon, National Book Award-winning author
of Far from the Tree
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Magnetic City: A Walking Companion to New
York book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Ida Johnson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Magnetic City: A Walking
Companion to New York, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Samuel Crader:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you personally is Magnetic City: A Walking Companion to New York this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Sherry Francis:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Magnetic City: A Walking Companion to
New York can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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