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New presidents have no honeymoon when it comes to foreign policy. Less than three months into his
presidency, for example, John F. Kennedy authorized the disastrous effort to overthrow Fidel Castro at the
Bay of Pigs. More recently, George W. Bush had been in office for less than eight months when he was
faced with the attacks of September 11. How should an incoming president prepare for the foreign policy
challenges that lie immediately ahead? That's the question Kurt Campbell and James Steinberg tackle in this
compelling book. Drawing on their decades of government service—in the corridors of Capitol Hill, the
intimate confines of the White House, the State Department, and the bare-knuckles Pentagon
bureaucracy—Campbell and Steinberg identify the major foreign policy pitfalls that face a new presidential
administration. They explain clearly and concisely what it takes to get foreign policy right from the start. The
authors set the scene with a historical overview of presidential transitions and foreign policy including case
studies of such prominent episodes as the "Black Hawk Down" tragedy in Somalia that shook the Clinton
administration in its first year and the Bush administration's handling of the collision between a U.S.
reconnaissance plane and a Chinese fighter jet in the spring of 2001. They pinpoint the leading causes of
foreign policy fiascos, including the tendency to write off the policies of the outgoing administration and the
failure to appreciate the differences between campaign promises and policy realities. Most important, they
provide a road map to help the new administration steer clear of the land mines ahead. America's next
president will confront critical foreign policy decisions from day one. Dif ficult Transitions provides
essential guidance for getting those choices right.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Flowers:

The knowledge that you get from Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential
Power may be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy
Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this specific Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of
Presidential Power instantly.

Mary Alejandro:

The reason why? Because this Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential
Power is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Debra Palacios:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the
Outset of Presidential Power giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Tommy Worm:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,



book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you is Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential
Power this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.
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