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The long-awaited memoirs of New Directions' founder.

James Laughlin, the late founder and publisher of New Directions, was also a poet of elegance and
distinction. At his death in 1997 at the age of eighty-three, he left unfinished his long autobiographical poem,
Byways. It is no exaggeration to say that his publishing house, which he began in 1936 while still an
undergraduate at Harvard, changed the way Americans read and write serious literature. Yet the man who
published some of the greatest writers of the twentieth century remained resistant for most of his life to the
memoiristic impulse. In the end he found his autobiographical voice by adopting the swift-moving line of
Kenneth Rexroth's booklength philosophical poem, The Dragon and the Unicorn (1952).

Byways weaves together family history (the Laughlins were wealthy Pittsburgh steel magnates), the poet's
early memories and travels in Europe and America with his playboy father, his years at Harvard, first
meetings with Pound, the beginning of his publishing venture, his reminiscences of close friendships with
writers including W.C. Williams, Thomas Merton, and Kenneth Rexroth, his postwar work in Europe and
Asia with the Ford Foundation as publisher of its international literary magazine, Perspectives, and not least,
his many early loves.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Byways: A Memoir.

Paula Mayo:

Precisely why? Because this Byways: A Memoir is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Robert Armistead:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Byways: A Memoir is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Edward Davidson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Byways: A Memoir when you essential it?
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