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An excerpt from the beginning…

There is a noble poem by Carducci, Per il monumento di Dante a Trento (written in 1896), in which the soul
of the Divine Poet soars up after death to the gate of Purgatory, impelled by conscience to seek the expiation
of his pride before passing into the bliss of Paradise. A voice from on high tells him that the spiritual world
of his vision has passed away, but God has consigned Italy to his charge ; he is to watch over her destiny as a
guardian spirit through the centuries, until the fullness of the times shall come:—

"Ed or s' è fermo, e par ch'aspetti, a Trento."

The national idea came to Dante as part of that essential continuity between ancient Rome and modem Italy
which is the key to Italian civilization. Virgil himself had defined the national aspirations of Italians
throughout the centuries, when he placed upon the lips of Aeneas the pregnant words: Italiam quaero
patriam. There was never a time, from the day on which a barbarian conqueror dethroned the last of the old
Roman emperors in the west to that on which Victor Emanuel assumed the crown of the united modem
kingdom, when Italy — in the notorious phrase of Metternich — was "a mere geographical expression."
From the writers of ancient Rome the Italians of the early Middle Ages had inherited the conception of the
Italy of classical literature, whose glories and beauties, whose ancient gods and heroes, had been sung by
Virgil and Horace — the Italy which, through the Roman Empire, had given the Latin civilization to the
nations whom she united in the Roman Peace. The continuity of the Latin tradition in Italy, kept alive by the
grammarians and rhetoricians, by the study of the classics and of Roman law, preserved this conception of an
ideal Italian unity after the political unity had been torn to pieces as the result of the Langobard conquest.

We find Italia in this sense in the letters of Gregory the Great at the very beginning of the Middle Ages,
when the political dissolution of the peninsula had but just begun. An anonymous writer of Ravenna, at the
end of the seventh century, speaks of that patria nobilissima quae dicitur Italia. There was a notably strong
sense of Latin continuity in the eleventh and twelfth centuries; the new, vigorous, many-sided life and
activity of the communes was, in part, a conscious renovation in the Italian cities of the spirit of ancient
Rome. Thus, the anonymous poet, who celebrates the victory of the Pisans over the Saracens on the African
coast in 1088, begins by uniting this new glory of Pisa with the deeds of the Romans of old:—

"Inclytorum Pisanorum scripturus historiam,
antiquorum Romanorum renovo memoriam;
nam extendit modo Pisa laudem admirabilem,
quam olim recepit Roma vincendo Carthaginem."

And he calls upon not only Pisa, but all Italy, to weep for the fallen hero, Ugo Visconti.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The
National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22)? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Teddy Mendoza:

The book The National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22) gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make reading a book The National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University
Lectures) (Volume 22) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a reserve The National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Billy Shaner:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The National Idea in Italian Literature
(Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Hughes:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures)
(Volume 22) as your daily resource information.
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