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Because screenwriter Robert Riskin spent most of his career collaborating with legendary Hollywood
director Frank Capra, Riskin's own unique contributions to film have been largely overshadowed. With five
Academy Award nominations to his credit for the monumental films Lady for a Day, Mr. Deeds Goes to
Town, You Can't Take It with You, Here Comes the Groom, and It Happened One Night (for which he won
the Oscar), Riskin is often imitated but rarely equaled.

In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin is the first detailed critical
examination of the Hollywood pioneer's life and work. In addition to being one of the great screenwriters of
the classic Hollywood era, Riskin was also a producer and director, founding his own film company and
playing a crucial role in the foundation of the Screen Writers Guild. During World War II, Riskin was one of
the major forces behind propaganda filmmaking. He worked in the Office of War Information and oversaw
the distribution?and later, production?of films and documentaries in foreign theaters. He was interested in
showing the rest of the world more than just an idealized version of America; he looked for films that
emphasized the spiritual and cultural vibrancy within the U.S., making charity, faith, and generosity of spirit
his propaganda tools. His efforts also laid the groundwork for a system of distribution channels that would
result in the dominance of American cinema in Europe in the postwar years.

Riskin's postwar work included his production of the 1947 film Magic Town, the tale of a marketing
executive who discovers the perfect American small town and uses it for polling. What Riskin created
onscreen is not simply a community stuck in an antiquarian past; rather, the town of Grandview observes its
own traditions while at the same time confronting the possibilities of the modern world and the challenges of
postwar America. Author Ian Scott provides a unique perspective on Riskin and the ways in which his
brilliant, pithy style was realized in Capra's enduring films. Riskin's impact on cinema extended far beyond
these films as he helped spread Hollywood cinema abroad and articulated his vision of a changing America.
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From reader reviews:

Evan Hinson:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
associated with In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin content conveys
objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking In Capra's Shadow: The Life and
Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Annmarie Windham:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of
Screenwriter Robert Riskin is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ella Carlson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin can
be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Guadalupe McCoy:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and In Capra's Shadow: The Life and
Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes In Capra's Shadow: The Life and Career of Screenwriter Robert Riskin
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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