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The twenty tales brought together between the covers of this book have been taken from many lands and
languages and represent a wide range of satanic tradition and lore. They extend from the Middle Ages to the
present day and are from the literature of Italy, Spain, France, Russia, Germany and other countries as well
as from that of England and America. A number of the stories are familiar to the ordinary reader, although
the greater part is out of his reach in any other edition. It is, however, the conception of such a compilation
that makes it unique. For the first time has the vague and varied diabolical literature been presented in a
convenient and comprehensive collection. The author has approached a new and hitherto unanthologized
field. A book of this sort has never appeared in English or in any other language, for that matter. This effort
is particularly interesting now in the contemporary vogue of supernatural and psychical subjects. But while
the interest in ghost-stuff, which is now being thrust upon the reading public, is an indication of the revival
of superstition, the interest in Devil Lore is to be accounted for on other and far more romantic grounds. The
selection is judicious. In this wonderfully interesting collection of short stories you will find many
masterpieces of mirth and marvel, of mystery and magic. As to the quality of the stories—the names of their
writers fully guarantee their literary value. The list of the authors is the roll-call of the masters of fiction.
Among the names are Machiavelli, Maupassant, Daudet, Baudelaire, Anatole France, Fernan, Caballero,
Gogol, Gorky, Thackeray, Richard Garnett, Washington Irving, Edgar Allan Poe, and John Masefield.

In addition to the interest in good stories well told, an opportunity is offered, as they rub shoulders in this
book, for observation of the different aspects in which the devil has been viewed by the various authors. For
each story reflects the personal, national and temporal traits of its author. This collection of devils are the
self-portraying creations of their authors, their countries and their times. It is interesting to learn how the
personification and presentation of evil will draw out the most hidden thoughts of man. Washington Irving's
Old Scratch is a typical New Englander, while the devil of Poe is redolent of the Southern soil. Gogol's fiend
is as typically Russian as Hauff's is German, and he is as much of a Ukrainian peasant as Gorky's is a
melancholy, morbid Russian intellectual.

The collection opens with Oscar Francis Mann's highly poetical tale "The Devil in a Nunnery", a modern
version of a medieval legend. The Devil enters a convent, disguised as a pilgrim, and plays on his "cithern"
for the entertainment of the nuns. Slyly he drifts into the most voluptuous music and the nuns are overcome
with memories, memories that should be dead. The effect is so disastrous that a fast is ordered as expiation
for the next day. The next story is "Belphagor, or The Marriage of the Devil" by Niccolo Machiavelli, who
was himself regarded in England as an incarnation of the Devil. The story opens in the infernal regions. The
judges in hell are perplexed. Almost every man that arrives complains that his wife was responsible for his
downfall. They wish to be fair in pronouncing their sentences upon the sinful men, and appoint a committee
of one to investigate the matter. Belphegor is delegated to go up on earth, stay there ten years, get married
and come back and report. What happened to this poor devil in his matrimonial adventures will have to be
read in full to be appreciated.
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From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Devil Stories: An Anthology book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Anthony Brown:

Why? Because this Devil Stories: An Anthology is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jonathan Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Devil Stories: An Anthology was filled about science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Marline Deluca:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Devil Stories: An Anthology can make you experience more interested to
read.
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