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Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War explores gender, age, and Confederate identity

by examining the lives of teenage daughters of Southern slaveholding, secessionist families. These young

women clung tenaciously to the gender ideals that upheld marriage and motherhood as the fulfillment of

female duty and to the racial order of the slaveholding South, an institution that defined their status and

afforded them material privileges. Author Victoria E. Ott discusses how the loyalty of young Southern

women to the fledgling nation, born out of a conservative movement to preserve the status quo, brought them

into new areas of work, new types of civic activism, and new rituals of courtship during the Civil War.

Social norms for daughters of the elite, their preparation for their roles as Southern women, and their

material and emotional connections to the slaveholding class changed drastically during the Civil War. When

differences between the North and South proved irreconcilable, Southern daughters demonstrated

extraordinary agency in seeking to protect their futures as wives, mothers, and slaveholders.

From a position of young womanhood and privilege, they threw their support behind the movement

to create a Confederate identity, which was in turn shaped by their participation in the secession movement

and the war effort. Their political engagement is evident from their knowledge of military battles, and was

expressed through their clothing, social activities, relationships with peers, and interactions with Union

soldiers.

Confederate Daughters also reveals how these young women, in an effort to sustain their families

throughout the war, adjusted to new domestic duties, confronting the loss of slaves and other financial

hardships by seeking paid work outside their homes.

Drawing on their personal and published recollections of the war, slavery, and the Old South, Ott

argues that young women created a unique female identity different from that of older Southern women, the

Confederate bellehood. This transformative female identity was an important aspect of the Lost Cause

mythology—the version of the conflict that focused on Southern nationalism—and bridged the cultural gap

between the antebellum and postbellum periods.

Augmented by twelve illustrations, this book offers a generational understanding of the transitional

nature of wartime and its effects on women’s self-perceptions. Confederate Daughters identifies the

experiences of these teenage daughters as making a significant contribution to the new woman in the New

South.   
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found
difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age
during the Civil War.

Gregory Proctor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age
during the Civil War e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Confederate Daughters:
Coming of Age during the Civil War as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Mary Thomas:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age
during the Civil War or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Rebecca Kurtz:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age
during the Civil War to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War can to be your friend when



you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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