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Korea’s history is divided into four periods: the Three Kingdoms of Koguryo (37 bc–ad 668), Shilla (57
bc–ad 668), and Paekche (18 bc–ad 660); Unified Shilla (668–935); Koryo (935–1392); and Choson
(1392–1910). Kevin O’Rourke’s The Book of Korean Poetry traces Korean poetry from the pre-Shilla era to
the end of Korea’s golden poetry period in the Koryo dynasty.There are two poetry traditions in Korea:
hanshi (poems by Korean poets in Chinese characters) and vernacular poems, which are invariably songs.
Hanshi is a poetry to be read and contemplated; the vernacular is a poetry to be sung and heard. Hanshi was
aimed at personal cultivation, vernacular poetry primarily at entertainment. Hanshi was a much more private
discipline; vernacular poetry was composed for the most part against a convivial background of wine, music,
and dance. In this comprehensive treatment of the poetry of Shilla and Koryo, O’Rourke divides one hundred
fifty poems into five sections: Early Songs, Shilla hanshi, Shilla hyangga, Koryo kayo, and Koryo hanshi and
shijo. Only a few pre-Shilla poems are extant; O’Rourke features all five. All fourteen extant Shilla hyangga
are included. Seventeen major Koryo kayo are featured; only a few short, incantatory pieces that defied
translation were excluded. Fourteen of the fewer than twenty Koryo shijo with claims to authenticity are
presented. From the vast number of extant hanshi, O’Rourke selected poems with the most intrinsic merit
and universal appeal. In addition to introductory essays on the genres of hanshi, hyangga, Koryo kayo, and
shijo, O’Rourke interleaves his graceful translations with commentary on the historical backgrounds, poetic
forms, and biographical notes on the poets’ lives as well as guides to the original texts, bibliographical
materials, and even anecdotes on how the poems came to be written. Along with the translations themselves,
O’Rourke’s annotations of the poems make this volume a particularly interesting and important introduction
to the scholarship of East Asian literature.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Smith:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Book of Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla and Koryo.

Christine Flint:

The book The Book of Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla and Koryo give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The Book of
Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla and Koryo to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Book of Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla and
Koryo. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Joseph Lewis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Book of Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla and Koryo book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with The Book of Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla and Koryo content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Book of Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla and Koryo is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Katrice Fredericksen:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Book of Korean Poetry: Songs of Shilla
and Koryo can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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