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The cultures of the great empires of the ancient Near East from Egypt to Mesopotamia influenced Israel's
religion, literature, and laws because of Israel's geographic location and political position situation. Anyone
who wishes to understand the Old Testament texts and the history of ancient Israel must become familiar
with the history, literature, and society of the surrounding kingdoms that at times controlled the region. Brief
in presentation yet broad in scope, Ancient Near East will introduce students to the information and ideas
essential to understanding the texts of the Old Testament while clarifying difficult issues concerning the
relationship between Israel and its neighbors. 

Abingdon Essential Guides fulfill the need for brief, substantive, yet highly accessible introductions to the
core disciplines in biblical, theological, and religious studies.

The only way humans can know God’s Word is through human words that arise in human cultures. Without 
knowledge of ancient cultures, no words about God can be understood deeply. Without  knowledge of
ancient cultures, biblical interpretation can be distorted, mistaken, or even wrong. John McLaughlin has
written a wonderful book in clear English that describes literary works and cultural worlds of major
civilizations in antiquity that have bearing on the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. He explains basic concepts,
terminology, and texts to help students, scholars, and even perhaps preachers who want to understand God’s
word expressed through human words.
--Kathleen M. O’Connor, William Marcellus McPheeters Professor of Old Testament, emeriti, Columbia
Theological Seminary

In this work, John McLaughlin offers a special invitation to readers of the Bible to comprehend biblical
writings in a fresh way by showing how they relate to the literatures of ancient Middle Eastern empires and
peoples.  Chapter-by-chapter, this book gives a tour of the ancient lands and their texts, showing the rich and
deep parallels that they share with the Bible. The chapters walk readers through Mesopotamia and Egypt,
through the Hittite and Persian empires, to Greece and finally to Israel’s immediate neighbors. Without
needing any background, readers will be able to enjoy new discoveries about Israel and its Scriptures. 
--Mark S. Smith, Skirball Professor of Bible and Ancient Near Eastern Studies, New York University
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Wright:

This The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) can be among the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Marilyn Calhoun:

The reserve untitled The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) is the book that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Wilma Hogan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) can be good book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Sam Nielsen:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Ancient Near East (An
Essential Guide) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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