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A study of Grant’s and Lee’s battles in the weeks before the 1864 election

In the fall of 1864, the Civil War’s outcome rested largely on Abraham Lincoln’s success in the upcoming
presidential election. As the contest approached, cautious optimism buoyed the President’s supporters in the
wake of Union victories at Atlanta and in the Shenandoah Valley. With all eyes on the upcoming election,
Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant conducted a series of large-scale military operations outside Richmond
and Petersburg, which have, until now, received little attention.

In Richmond Must Fall, Hampton Newsome examines these October battles in unprecedented scope and
detail. The narrative begins with one of Lee’s last offensive operations of the war at the Darbytown Road on
October 7, 1864, and ends with Grant’s major offensive on October 27 to seize the South Side Railroad, the
last open rail line into the Confederate stronghold at Petersburg. The offensive would spark sharp fighting at
Burgess Mill south of Petersburg and on the Williamsburg Road east of Richmond.

The October 1864 operations offer important insights into the personalities and command styles of Lee and
Grant, including Lee’s penchant for audacity and overwhelming thirst to strike a blow against his opponent
even against bitter odds and Grant’s willingness to shoulder heavy responsibility in the face of great risk.
The narrative explores the relationships within the high command of both armies, including Grant’s
sometimes strained partnership with the cautious George Meade. It also illustrates Grant’s efforts to guide
the strong-willed political general Ben- jamin F. Butler, whose steadfast support for African American troops
would spark a prisoner controversy that would bring the war’s underlying issues of slavery and race into bold
relief. For the Confederates, the month’s operations illustrate Lee’s necessary reliance on his key combat
commanders at Petersburg, including the formidable William Mahone.

Drawing on an array of original sources, Newsome focuses on the October battles themselves, examining the
plans for the operations, the decisions made by commanders on the battlefield, and the soldiers’ view from
the ground. At the same time, he places these military actions in the larger political context of the fall of
1864. With the election looming, neither side could afford a defeat at Richmond or Petersburg. Nevertheless,
Grant and Lee were will- ing to take significant risks to seek great advantage. These military events set the
groundwork for operations that would close the war in Virginia several months later.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-
Petersburg Campaign, October 1864 (Civil War Soldiers and Strategies) has been making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The book Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-Petersburg Campaign, October 1864 (Civil War Soldiers and
Strategies) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the
book Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-Petersburg Campaign, October 1864 (Civil War Soldiers and
Strategies). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Roxie Spencer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-
Petersburg Campaign, October 1864 (Civil War Soldiers and Strategies) reserve written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still uncertainty Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-Petersburg Campaign, October 1864
(Civil War Soldiers and Strategies) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Eleanor Hayes:

Beside this specific Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-Petersburg Campaign, October 1864 (Civil War
Soldiers and Strategies) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Richmond
Must Fall: The Richmond-Petersburg Campaign, October 1864 (Civil War Soldiers and Strategies) because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Peggy Elmore:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is



identified as of book Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-Petersburg Campaign, October 1864 (Civil War
Soldiers and Strategies). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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