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In the United States today criminal justice can vary from state to state, as various states alter the Modern
Penal Code to suit their own local preferences and concerns. In Eastern Europe, the post-Communist
countries are quickly adopting new criminal codes to reflect their specific national concerns as they gain
autonomy from what was once a centralized Soviet policy. As commonalities among countries and states
disintegrate, how are we to view the basic concepts of criminal law as a whole?

Eminent legal scholar George Fletcher acknowledges that criminal law is becoming increasingly localized,
with every country and state adopting their own conception of punishable behavior, determining their own
definitions of offenses. Yet by taking a step back from the details and linguistic variations of the criminal
codes, Fletcher is able to perceive an underlying unity among diverse systems of criminal justice.
Challenging common assumptions, he discovers a unity that emerges not on the surface of statutory rules and
case law but in the underlying debates that inform them.

Basic Concepts of Criminal Law identifies a set of twelve distinctions that shape and guide the controversies
that inevitably break out in every system of criminal justice. Devoting a chapter to each of these twelve
concepts, Fletcher maps out what he considers to be the deep structure of all systems of criminal law.
Understanding these distinctions will not only enable students to appreciate the universal fundamental ideas
of criminal law, but will enable them to understand the significance of local details and variations.

This accessible illustration of the unity of diverse systems of criminal justice will provoke and inform
students and scholars of law and the philosophy of law, as well as lawyers seeking a better understanding of
the law they practice.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Cassidy:

This Basic Concepts of Criminal Law are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Basic Concepts of Criminal Law can be on the list of great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that
might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Basic Concepts of
Criminal Law giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jennifer Wetzel:

The publication with title Basic Concepts of Criminal Law has a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Deborah Lacey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Basic Concepts
of Criminal Law provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Pilar Porter:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Basic Concepts of Criminal Law can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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