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There is no part of our bodies that fully rotates—be it a wrist or ankle or arm in a shoulder socket, we are
made to twist only so far. And yet there is no more fundamental human invention than the wheel—a
rotational mechanism that accomplishes what our physical form cannot. Throughout history, humans have
developed technologies powered by human strength, complementing the physical abilities we have while
overcoming our weaknesses. Providing a unique history of the wheel and other rotational devices—like
cranks, cranes, carts, and capstans—Why the Wheel Is Round examines the contraptions and tricks we have
devised in order to more efficiently move—and move through—the physical world.

Steven Vogel combines his engineering expertise with his remarkable curiosity about how things work to
explore how wheels and other mechanisms were, until very recently, powered by the push and pull of the
muscles and skeletal systems of humans and other animals. Why the Wheel Is Round explores all manner of
treadwheels, hand-spikes, gears, and more, as well as how these technologies diversified into such things as
hand-held drills and hurdy-gurdies.  Surprisingly, a number of these devices can be built out of everyday
components and materials, and Vogel’s accessible and expansive book includes instructions and models so
that inspired readers can even attempt to make their own muscle-powered technologies, like trebuchets and
ballista.

Appealing to anyone fascinated by the history of mechanics and technology as well as to hobbyists with
home workshops, Why the Wheel Is Round offers a captivating exploration of our common technological
heritage based on the simple concept of rotation. From our leg muscles powering the gears of a bicycle to our
hands manipulating a mouse on a roller ball, it will be impossible to overlook the amazing feats of
innovation behind our daily devices.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move book
is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer involving Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move
content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Why the Wheel Is Round:
Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Roxie Lloyd:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make
Things Move as the daily resource information.

Robert Ross:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Why the Wheel Is
Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Adam Gutierrez:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.



The Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move provide you with
new experience in reading through a book.
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