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When we think of breaking images, we assume that it happens somewhere else. We also tend to think of
iconoclasts as barbaric. Iconoclasts are people like the Taliban, who blew up Buddhist statues in 2001. We
tend, that is, to look with horror on iconoclasm.

This book argues instead that iconoclasm is a central strand of Anglo-American modernity. Our horror at the
destruction of art derives in part from the fact that we too did, and still do, that. This is most obviously true
of England's iconoclastic century between 1538 and 1643. That century of legislated early modern image
breaking, exceptional in Europe for its jurisdictional extension and duration, stands at the core of this book.
That's when written texts, especially poems, rather than
visual images became our living monuments.

Surely, though, the story of image breaking stops in the eighteenth century, with its enlightened cultivation
of the visual arts and the art market. Not so, argues Under the Hammer: once started, iconoclasm is difficult
to stop. It ripples through cultures, into the psyche, and it ripples through history. Museums may have
protected images from the iconoclast's hammer, but also subject images to metaphorical iconoclasm.
Aesthetics may have drawn a protective circle around the image, but
as it did so, it also neutralised the image.

The ripple effect also continues across the Atlantic, into puritan culture, into twentieth-century American
Abstract Expressionism, and into the puritan temple of modern art. That, in fact, is where this book starts,
with mid-twentieth-century abstract painting: the image has survived, just, but it bears the scars of a 500 year
history.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon
Lectures in English).

Ella Oxley:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Under the
Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in English)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Sheila Dickerson:

This book untitled Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in
English) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this publication from your list.

Lorna Dews:

The book with title Under the Hammer: Iconoclasm in the Anglo-American Tradition (Clarendon Lectures in
English) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.
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