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While surrounded by the Axis powers in World War II, Switzerland remained democratic and, unlike most
of Europe, never succumbed to the siren songs and threats of the Nazi goliath.

This book tells the story with emphasis on two voices rarely heard. One voice is that of scores of Swiss who
lived in those dark years, told through oral history. They mobilized to defend the country, labored on the
farms, and helped refugees. The other voice is that of Nazi Intelligence, those who spied on the Swiss and
planned subversion and invasion. Exhaustive documents from the German military archives reveals a
chilling rendition of attack plans which would be dissuaded in part by Switzerland's armed populace and
Alpine defenses.

Laced with unique maps and photos, the book is organized into four units. The first, A War of Words and
Nerves, depicts how the Swiss mobilized an active "spiritual defense" of their country. Chapters describe
jokes and slurs the Swiss devised to characterize the "Nazi pigs," the use of the press and cabaret as weapons
against totalitarianism, and the role of Swiss newsreels in building the spirit of resistance. German prewar
subversion plans are also revealed.

The second unit, To Resist to the Death, concerns military preparations. Swiss soldiers recall an epoch when
every day could have been "the day" when all hell would break lose and they would meet the enemy.
Blitzkrieg plans against Switzerland devised by the German Wehrmacht in 1940 are described in detail.
Switzerland was an armed camp with countless fortifications, against which the Axis could have attempted
access with extreme costs in blood. In Switzerland, Jews -- like all other citizens -- were in arms, and Jewish
officers served in the highest levels of the Swiss army.

Struggle for Survival: Food, Fuel and Fear, the third unit, presents oral histories of daily life during the war
with its shortages, alarms, and rumors. The role of women in the military and the economy are probed. A
chapter on the refugee crisis investigates whether Swiss officials played a role in Germany's adoption of the
"J" stamp on Jewish passports, how Switzerland became a lifeboat for refugees, and how asylum policies
were liberalized as the persecution of Jews escalated.

Espionage and Subversion, the fourth and final unit, covers strategic issues and intelligence activities.
German attack plans and bickering in the Gestapo about who would rule a conquered Switzerland persisted.
One chapter focuses on Davos, where the Swiss struggled against a Fifth Column and which became a safe
haven for American airmen whose crippled bombers made it to Swiss territory. The last chapter profiles
Switzerland as America's window on the Reich -- how Allen Dulles and his OSS spied on the Nazis, at times
with help from Swiss Intelligence.

Halbrook's other books include the award-winning Target Switzerland: Swiss Armed Neutrality in World
War II, which was published in five languages.

REVIEWS



“Through his careful analysis and by giving voice to ordinary people in and out of uniform, Stephen
Halbrook succeeds not only in achieving a thorough analysis of Switzerland’s armed neutrality, but also in
revealing through their own voices the willingness of ordinary citizens to accept total war in order to
preserve their freedom.”
Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol 43, No. 3 11/2007

“…Halbrook has used original Swiss Documents, interviews and a wide breadth of research to attempt to
answer why Switzerland escaped the Nazi onslaught.”
Daly History Blog, 02/16/2011

“The Swiss have gotten well-deserved bad press about wartime financial tricks, ongoing opacity and so on.
Halbrook presents the sympathetic parts of the complex picture.”
World War II Magazine, July/ August 2011
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Phillip Permenter:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Swiss &
the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich book as nice and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Candace Arroyo:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Swiss &
the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Malcolm Moser:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Swiss
& the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.
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