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Positioned at the boundary of traditional biblical studies, legal history, and literary theory, Deuteronomy and
the Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation shows how the legislation of Deuteronomy reflects the struggle of its
authors to renew late seventh- century Judean society. Seeking to defend their revolutionary vision during
the neo-Assyrian crisis, the reformers turned to earlier laws, even when they disagreed with them, and
revised them in such a way as to lend authority to their new understanding of God's will. Passages that other
scholars have long viewed as redundant, contradictory, or displaced actually reflect the attempt by
Deuteronomy's authors to sanction their new religious aims before the legacy of the past.
Drawing on ancient Near Eastern law and informed by the rich insights of classical and medieval Jewish
commentary, Levinson provides an extended study of three key passages in the legal corpus: the
unprecedented requirement for the centralization of worship, the law transforming the old Passover into a
pilgrimage festival, and the unit replacing traditional village justice with a professionalized judiciary. He
demonstrates the profound impact of centralization upon the structure and arrangement of the legal corpus,
while providing a theoretical analysis of religious change and cultural renewal in ancient Israel. The book's
conclusion shows how the techniques of authorship developed in Deuteronomy provided a model for later
Israelite and post- biblical literature.
Integrating the most recent European research on the redaction of Deuteronomy with current American and
Israeli scholarship, Levinson argues that biblical interpretation must attend to both the diachronic and the
synchronic dimensions of the text. His study, which provides a new perspective on intertextuality, the history
of authorship, and techniques of legal innovation in the ancient world, will engage pentateuchal critics and
historians of Israelite religion, while reaching out toward current issues in literary theory and Critical Legal
Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Deuteronomy and the
Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Jennifer Frederick:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Patricia Skinner:

The publication untitled Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of Legal
Innovation from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Nora Emerson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Deuteronomy
and the Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of Legal Innovation
become your own personal starter.
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