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With the proliferation of huge amounts of (heterogeneous) data on the Web, the importance of information
retrieval (IR) has grown considerably over the last few years. Big players in the computer industry, such as
Google, Microsoft and Yahoo!, are the primary contributors of technology for fast access to Web-based
information; and searching capabilities are now integrated into most information systems, ranging from
business management software and customer relationship systems to social networks and mobile phone
applications.

Ceri and his co-authors aim at taking their readers from the foundations of modern information retrieval to
the most advanced challenges of Web IR. To this end, their book is divided into three parts. The first part
addresses the principles of IR and provides a systematic and compact description of basic information
retrieval techniques (including binary, vector space and probabilistic models as well as natural language
search processing) before focusing on its application to the Web. Part two addresses the foundational aspects
of Web IR by discussing the general architecture of search engines (with a focus on the crawling and
indexing processes), describing link analysis methods (specifically Page Rank and HITS), addressing
recommendation and diversification, and finally presenting advertising in search (the main source of
revenues for search engines). The third and final part describes advanced aspects of Web search, each
chapter providing a self-contained, up-to-date survey on current Web research directions. Topics in this part
include meta-search and multi-domain search, semantic search, search in the context of multimedia data, and
crowd search.

The book is ideally suited to courses on information retrieval, as it covers all Web-independent foundational
aspects. Its presentation is self-contained and does not require prior background knowledge. It can also be
used in the context of classic courses on data management, allowing the instructor to cover both structured
and unstructured data in various formats. Its classroom use is facilitated by a set of slides, which can be
downloaded from www.search-computing.org.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

This Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications) are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems
and Applications) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jason Harden:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Web Information Retrieval
(Data-Centric Systems and Applications) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

David Carter:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications) was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Brenda Villa:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications)
can make you experience more interested to read.
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