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"Carmen Lyra's marvelous trickster tales wake the reader to a sharper understanding of 20th-century history.
Lyra's stories and sketches--characterized by a sharp wit, wonderfully audacious candor and wry humor--
help us reimagine the map of the Western Hemisphere."--Valerie Miner, University of Minnesota

"Carmen Lyra is one of many Central American women writers who were significant players in literary,
intellectual, and political circles during their lifetimes but who have been studied and remembered less than
they deserve. Recent scholarship is beginning to change this, and Horan's work is a welcome contribution to
this effort. Her witty renderings into colloquial English of Lyra's folk and fairy tales are an invitation to read
them aloud."--Janet Gold, University of New Hampshire

These Central American trickster tales and satirical and realistic stories by Carmen Lyra (the pseudonym of
María Isabela Carvajal, 1888-1949) are the first translation into English of the writings of a leading
revolutionary who was also an early 20th-century folklorist and children's writer. This volume presents her
popular folktales, including her most famous work, Tales of My Aunt Panchita, alongside her influential
social criticism. The familiar Central American folk character "Uncle Rabbit," derived from both African and
Native American folklore, is featured in the tales, while her children's play, Christmas Fantasy, portrays
another wily rabbit trying to pass as the Child Jesus.

Lyra's realism is represented by her satire of high society in "Tales of the Cothnejo-Fishy District," and her
"Silhouettes from the Maternal School" describes the founding of Latin America's first Montessori
kindergarten. She denounces the exploitation of workers in "Bananas and Men," while "Golden Bean"
reveals crooked dealings in the coffee business.

Although Lyra's writings form the core of this book, the editor's essay offers important biographical
information about an author and cultural milieu unfamiliar to many in the United States. Those readers
interested in Latin American literature, women writers, and folktales will find this book interesting and
informative. And the tales are simply wonderful reading!

Elizabeth Rosa Horan is director of comparative studies in literature and associate professor of English at
Arizona State University. She is the author of the award-winning Gabriela Mistral: An Artist and Her People
and the translation editor (with Marjorie Agosin) of House of Memory: Short Stories by Latin American
Jewish Women Writers.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Lester:

Typically the book The Subversive Voice of Carmen Lyra: Selected Works will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Subversive Voice of Carmen Lyra:
Selected Works is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Renee Chagnon:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Subversive Voice of Carmen Lyra: Selected Works your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get previous to. The The Subversive Voice of Carmen Lyra: Selected Works giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Maritza Kress:

The Subversive Voice of Carmen Lyra: Selected Works can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Subversive Voice of
Carmen Lyra: Selected Works nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Ryan Harrison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Subversive Voice of Carmen
Lyra: Selected Works book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Subversive
Voice of Carmen Lyra: Selected Works as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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