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The story of how modern dance developed in America as told by one of its premier performers, teachers, and
choreographers.
 
May O’Donnell (1906-2004) was one of the Martha Graham Contemporary Dance Company’s most
successful soloists during its pioneer days. Because of her strong presence and equally strong technique,
Graham entrusted O’Donnell to create her own roles in such notable Graham works as Appalachian Spring
and Hériodiade. As a choreographer, O’Donnell was the first American to create dances of musical
abstraction (before such a word was used in the world of dance), freeing the modern dancer from themes,
storylines, and dramatic passion. She was also a sought-after teacher, and her famous students include Robert
Joffrey, Ben Vereen, Gerald Arpino, Dudley Williams, and many others. Today, more than 50 of her
documented works are performed and her technique is taught throughout Europe and the United States.
Based on extensive interviews with O’Donnell herself, Marian Horosko brings the story of this extraordinary
yet unheralded 60-year career to light for the first time. O’Donnell’s personal memories—from her early
training in California, to tours with José Limón, to the creation of her signature work, Suspension, to her
collaborations with composer-husband Ray Green—and unpublished photographs from the artist’s personal
archives provide a first-hand account of American modern dance coming into its own during the crucial
period of the 1920s through the1980s. Horosko has also included the first available syllabus of O’Donnell’s
technique as an intermediate class.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

This May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The explanation of this May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer can be one of the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this May O'Donnell:
Modern Dance Pioneer forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kathy Natal:

This book untitled May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Robert Wilkerson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer.

Mary Fox:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book
by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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