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Narga Sellase's monastery sits on a tiny islet in the middle of Lake Tana, the great body of water in the
centre of the Ethiopian plateau near to the imperial city of Gondar. Founded in 1748, Narga Sellase is one of
the constellation of monasteries on the lake. They are the expression of a civilization which since the 4th
century has known the Christianity on which its identity is founded.

The extraordinary beauty of the natural surroundings and the concentric space of the monastic complex
enclose the holiness of the sanctuary, making Narga Sellase a strikingly suggestive place. The church is one
of the masterpieces in the multi-millenial Ethiopian civilization-- an ancient but extant Christian enclave in
Africa--, and is noted not only for the superb quality of the paintings which completely cover the walls of the
maqdas, the sancta sanctorum, but also as a testimony to imperial devotion, as expressed by the prostrate
figure of Queen Mentewwab, the foundress, depicted at the feet of the Majesty.

Narga Sellase plays an important part in the history of 18th century Ethiopian art, when European, Islamic,
and Indian influences gathered into an artistic form which maintained its fundamental Ethiopian features, not
only in the magnificent paintings but also in the decoration, well-integrated into the architecture, and the
architecture itself.

Stanislaw Chojnacki introduces the historical and background references which characterize and distinguish
Gondar's imperial court in the 18th century and its effect on art.

Mario Di Salvo fits the Lake Tana region into the story of Ethiopia's civilization, describes the architecture
of Ethiopian churches in their rich topographical variety, and leads on to illustrate the monastic complex of
Narga Sellase, its structure, its architectural, decorative and pictorial components.

Osvaldo Raineri presents, finally in a systematic way, the sources of the paintings, derived both from
canonical texts and from Ethiopian tradition, and the new translation of an 18th century manuscript, written
in ge'ez (Classical Ethiopian) of the Story of Narga.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

Churches of Ethiopia: The Monastery of Narga Sellase can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Churches of Ethiopia: The
Monastery of Narga Sellase although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Wanda Sousa:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Churches of Ethiopia: The
Monastery of Narga Sellase is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Leonard Vega:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Churches of Ethiopia: The Monastery of Narga
Sellase can make you feel more interested to read.

Pamela Dodge:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Churches of Ethiopia: The Monastery of
Narga Sellase to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside
that the book Churches of Ethiopia: The Monastery of Narga Sellase can to be your brand new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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